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7:00pm. Designated Tuesdays in September, October, November, 
January, April, and May. An eclectic and often eccentric choice of a 
great range of books, one or two main books or excerpt per evening, 
along with reference to other books, for discussion and debate. Open 
to all and everyone! One hour. Where? Coronation Room, Christ 
Church Parish Hall, 7 Wentworth Street, Windsor, Nova Scotia. 
Contact: David Curry 790-6173.  
 

Dates: September 16th, October 14th, November 25th, 
2014; January 20th, April 14th & May 19th, 2015 

 
Tuesday, September 16th, 2014. Louise Penny’s How the Light Gets 
In and Mary Lawson’s Crow Lake are two Canadian novels with a 
strong sense of the evocation of place and setting; the one a detective 
mystery featuring, once again, Chief Inspector Gamache and Three 
Pines, Quebec; the other, a deeply moving and compassionate story 
set in rural Ontario that examines the complexities and dynamics of 
family relationships. They are available from www.amazon.ca for 
$11.10 and $15.16 respectively. 
 
Tuesday, October 14th, 2014. Two intriguing, interesting, and, I think 
(and hope), entertaining art mystery novels, both fictional but in 
different ways; the one an intricate mystery about a fictional painting 
by the Spanish writer Arturo Pérez-Reverte, called The Flanders 
Panel; the other, a classic whodunit, The Titian Committee, by the 
English writer, Iain Pears, which deals in part with the paintings of 
the Venetian painter, Titian. The books are available from 
www.amazon.ca for $ 13.14 and $ 4.39 respectively. 
 
 
Tuesday, November 25th, 2014. The 100th anniversary of the outbreak 
of the First World War suggests some need to consider the 
significance and the sorrow of this defining event of the 20th century 
which, perhaps, can be contemplated through Margaret Macmillan’s 



major work, The War That Ended Peace: The Road to 1914 
(www.amazon.ca - $ 14.40) and by way of some extraordinary 
fictional novels that provide an insight and a feel for the effects of the 
war, such as Sebastian Faulks’ Birdsong  (www.amazon.ca - $14.56) 
or the Canadian anti-war novel, The Wars, by Timothy Findley 
(www.amazon.ca - $16.00 or less). 
 
 
Tuesday, January 20th, 2015. Peter Ackroyd’s Venice: Pure City, 
along with Donna Leon’s The Jewels of Paradise, provide a 
wonderful glimpse and feel for the unique richness and character of 
Venice; the one, a very detailed ‘biography’ of the city; the other, a 
novel by a celebrated detective mystery writer who sets her stories in 
Venice, usually featuring her fictional creation Commissario Guido 
Brunetti. This mystery, however, is a departure from that series. The 
books are available from www.amazon.ca for $16.26 and $12.64 
respectively.  
 
Tuesday, April 14th, 2015. Two scholarly yet accessible books dealing 
with early Christian thought and the significance of the book or 
codex; the one, The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the 
Face of God by Robert Louis Wilken; the other by the Anthony 
Grafton and Megan Williams, Christianity and the Transformation 
of the Book: Origen, Eusebius and the Library of Caesarea, provide 
a serious and thoughtful understanding of the importance of the 
period of early Christianity. These books are available from 
www.amazon.ca  for $22.32 (or less in Hardcover!) and $25.12 
respectively.  
 
Tuesday, May 19th, 2015. Art and forgery, theft and mystery, fiction 
and fact, all combine in this collection of works. B.A. Shapiro’s novel, 
The Art Forger (www.amazon.ca - $15.87) is based upon the largest 
unsolved art heist in history at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
in Boston on March 18th, 1990 and upon the technics of art forgery 
wonderfully explored in Edward Dolnick’s classic The Forger’s 
Spell: The True Story of Vermeer, Nazis, and the Greatest Art Hoax 
of the Twentieth Century (www.amazon.ca - $14.43) about Han van 
Meegeren. For those interested in the theft from the Gardner, there is 



Ulrich Boser’s The Gardner Heist (www.amazon.ca - $11.36). Full 
disclosure: we were in Boston at this time and I often frequented the 
Gardner Museum and even celebrated Mass for the Trustees on the 
anniversary of Isabella Stewart Gardner’s birthday (go figure!) at the 
14th century altar in the museum’s chapel. We left Boston in May of 
1990. I can only confess that I don’t have any of the paintings or 
forgeries! 
 


